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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communication: 2 November 2006 with acknowledgement 
of an original application filed on 1 December 2000 with recognition of a foreign priority date of 
8 December 1999. 

2. Claims 1-6 are currently pending in this application. Claims 1, 3, and 5 are independent 
claims. Claims 3 and 5 have been amended, amendment to the claims is accepted. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to 1-6 have been considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In response to Applicant's argument on page beginning on page 6, "The Applicants 
traverse the rejection and respectfully submit that claims 1-6 recite subject matter that is neither 
disclosed nor suggested by Newell As a result of the claimed invention, when the information 
data recorded in the first medium is to be recorded in the second recording medium (for backup 
for example), the information data is at first encrypted in accordance with the identification data 
of the second recording medium and then recorded in the second recording medium. 
Accordingly, the content recorded in the second recording medium maybe made different from 
that recorded in the first recording medium. Therefore, it is possible to prevent unlawful 
copying, while at the same time allowing lawful user to perform data recording for the purpose 
of data backup. In this way, if the information data recorded in the first recording medium is 
accidentally destroyed, the same data can be restored in accordance with the identification . 
data }i . The Examiner disagrees with the above argument for multiple reasons. One applicant is 
placing numerous limitations that are not present in the claims, for example: 
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1 st nowhere in the claims is it indicated that the second recording information is a backup 
2 nd the sentence "Accordingly, the content recorded in the second recording medium may 

be made different from that recorded in the first recording medium. " is not in the claims and has 

no understood bearing on the arguments presented. 

3 rd nowhere in the claims is it indicated information data recorded in the first recording 

medium is accidentally destroyed 

In addition the Examiner disagrees with the arguments presented because all of the claimed 
features are suggested in Newell. For Example Newell indicates in coL 4, lines 40-47 that the 
host computer may be programmed to allow for archival copying. The Examiner interprets 
archival to have the same meaning as backup. Also, Newell indicates in col. 3, lines 43-51 that 
the information on drive 2 can be decrypted. This decryption of information and reading the 
contents is considered to be equivalent to 'restored'. Furthermore, the identification data is 
considered to be equivalent to ID y , the first recording medium is considered equivalent to SMi, 
the second recorded medium is considered equivalent to SM2. The encryption and decryption 
described is in accordance with the key identified with the storage mediums identified. 

In response to Applicants arguments beginning on page 7, "The Applicants respectfully 
submit that Newell fails to disclose or suggest the features of the invention as recited in claims 1, 
3, and 5 ... In contrast, Newell merely discloses preventing unlawful copying of recorded 
information, but fails to disclose or suggest preparing a backup copy for an individual 's legally 
obtained data to make it possible to reproduce accidentally destroyed data as recited in claims l s 
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3, and 5 ". The Examiner disagrees with argument and notes again the Applicant is placing 
limitations from the specification into the claims, nowhere in the claims is it indicated that the 
second recording information is a backup and nowhere in the claims is it indicated information 
data recorded in the first recording medium is accidentally destroyed. Furthermore Newell 
indicates in col. 4, lines 40-47 that the host computer may be programmed to allow for archival 
copying. The Examiner interprets archival to have the same meaning as backup. Also, Newell 
indicates in col. 3, lines 43-51 that the information on drive 2 can be decrypted. This decryption 
of information and reading the contents is considered to be equivalent to 'restored'. 

In response to Applicants argument on page 8, "As such, there is no disclosure or 
suggesting in Newell of the claimed method comprising the step of encrypting the first encrypted 
information data so as to produce a second encrypted information data and recording the second 
encrypted information data in the second recording medium as recited in claim 1 ". The 
Examiner disagrees the rejection below in which Newell teaches an archival copy may be 
generated col. 4, lines 40-47, as well as that information in storage mediums may be read or 
displayed by computer system if the matching key is present col. 3, lines 5-12 and col. 3, 
lines 43-51. Note being able to use the data on a computer system is considered equivalent to 
'restored'. 

In response to Applicants argument on page 8, "As such, there is no disclosure or 
suggestion in Newell of the claimed method ...a system for recording/reading information data, 
wherein the first encrypted information data is recorded as the second encrypted information 
data in the second recording medium without being decoded, as recited in claim 3 ". The 
Examiner disagree with argument and notes that Claim 3 was amended to incorporate this 
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feature, however it is also taught in Newell see col. 4, lines 28-39 which indicates that 
information is a second recording medium is not decrypted, i.e. decoded without a corresponding 
matching key. 

In response to Applicants argument beginning on page 8, "Further there is no disclosure 
or suggestion in Newell that recorded in the second recording means is second encrypted 
information data formed by encrypting the first encrypted information data in accordance with 
identification data of the second recording medium, which is first encrypted information data is 
formed through encryption in accordance with identification data of the first recording medium 
decoded first encryption information data is recorded in the first recording medium decoded 
without being further decoded, as recited in claim 5 " The Examiner disagreements with 
arguments presented and notes that Claim 5 was amended to incorporate this feature, however it 
is also taught in Newell see col. 4, lines 3-39, which indicates that the when copy contents from 
storage medium that it is encrypted in accordance with the identification data of the storage 
medium it is being copied to. In addition in order to decrypt or decode the information a 
matching key is needed. This is equivalent to 'without further being decoded'. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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5. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Newell U.S. 
Patent No. 5,651,064 (hereinafter '064). 

As to independent claim 1, "A method for recording/reading information data using 
a first recording medium and a second recording medium each having its own 
identification data, said method comprising the steps of:" and "encrypting the first 
encrypted information data in accordance with an identification data of the second 
recording medium, so as to produce second encrypted information data; recording the 
second encrypted information data in the second recording medium" and "restoring the 
second encrypted information data into the first encrypted information data and recording 
the information data in the first recording medium" is taught in '064 col. 4, lines 40-47; 

"reading first encrypted information data encrypted in accordance with an 
identification data of the first recording medium and recorded in said first recording 
medium" is shown in '064 col. 3, lines 5-12; 

"reading the second encrypted information data from the second recording medium 
and decoding the second encrypted information data in accordance with the identification 
data of the second recording medium" is disclosed in '064 col. 3, lines 43-51. 

As to dependent claim 2, "wherein mutual confirmation is performed between the 
first recording medium and the second recording medium to confirm whether these 
recording mediums are formally registered, an encrypted information data is read out 
from the first recording medium or the second recording medium if the mutual 
confirmation shows that the first and second recording mediums are formally registered" is 
taught in '064 col. 3 5 lines 65-67 ("confirmation" same as "polling"). 
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As to independent claim 3, "A system for recording/reading information data, 
wherein first encrypted information data encrypted in accordance with an identification of 
a first recording medium is read out from the first recording medium, the first encrypted 
information data is then recorded in a second recording medium, the system comprising:" 
and "encrypting means for encrypting the first encrypted information data in accordance 
with an identification data of the second recording medium, so as to produce second 
encrypted information data; recording means for recording the second encrypted 
information data in the second recording medium" is taught in '064 col. 4, lines 40-47; 

"reading means for reading first encrypted information data from the first 
recording medium" is shown in '064 col. 3, lines 5-12; 

"wherein the first encrypted information data is recorded as the second encrypted 
information data in the second recording medium without being decoded" is disclosed in 
'064 col 4, lines 28-39 which indicates that information is a second recording medium is not 
decrypted, i.e. decoded without a corresponding matching key. 

As to dependent claim 4, this claim is substantially similar to claim 2 and is rejected 
along the same rationale. 

As to independent claim 5, "A system for recording/reading information data, 
wherein second encrypted information data encrypted in accordance with identification 
data of a second recording medium is read out from the second recording medium" and 
"the system comprising: reading means for reading second encrypted information data 
from the second recording medium" and "decoding means for decoding the second 
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encrypted information data in accordance with identification data of the second recording 
means" is taught in '064 col. 3, lines 43-51; 

"the second encrypted information data is then recorded in a first recording 
medium" and "recording means for restoring the second encrypted information data into 
the first encrypted information data so as to record the information data in the first 
recording medium" is shown in '064 col. 4 5 lines 40-47; 

"wherein recorded in the second recording means is second encrypted information 
data formed by encrypting the first encrypted information data in accordance with 
identification data of the second recording medium, which first encrypted information is 
formed through encryption in accordance with identification data of the first recording 
medium" is disclosed in '064 col. 4, lines 3-44, which indicates that the when copy contents 
from storage medium that it is encrypted in accordance with the identification data of the storage 
medium it is being copied to; 

"wherein the decoded first encrypted information data is recorded in the first 
recording medium without being further decoded" is taught in '064 col. 4, lines 28-39 which 
indicates that information is a second recording medium is not decrypted, i.e. decoded without a 
corresponding matching key 
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As to dependent claim 6, "wherein the reading means comprises: confirmation 
means for performing a mutual confirmation between the first recording medium and the 
second recording medium; allowance issuing means for issuing an allowance for reading 
the second encrypted information data when the confirmation means confirms that the first 
recording medium and the second recording medium are all formally registered" is taught 
in '064 col. 3, lines 65-67 ("confirmation" same as "polling"). 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to 
expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed 
within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened 
statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In 
no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the 
mailing date of this final action. 
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6. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Ellen C Tran whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-3842. The examiner can normally be reached from 6:00 am to 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kambiz Zand can be reached on (571) 272-381 1 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
Ellen Tran 

Patent Examiner . a 7 
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